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Introduction
This guide helps you understand the Duolingo English Test. It shows what each question looks like, how long it takes, 

and how it is scored. You also get short tips you can use now simple tips to help you do better.

About the DET

The DET is an online English test accepted by thousands of schools around the world. You can take it any time, 

anywhere. The test has questions that measure listening, speaking, reading and writing. Some tasks use one skill. 

Some tasks use two or more skills. Some parts of the test are adaptive. That means the questions get easier or harder 

based on your answers.

What this guide covers

•	 All DET question types

•	 What you see on screen and how you answer

•	 Timing and number of questions

•	 How each question is scored

•	 Which questions are adaptive

•	 Simple tips to help you do better

How to use this guide

•	 Read about each question type before you practice

•	 Try the tips while you answer

•	 Practice with the DET Practice Questions, the Practice Hub, or the Free Practice Test

•	 Keep the tips that work best for you and use them on the test

Final thought

The DET measures your English level. But knowing what the questions on the test look like, how they are scored, and 

the best ways to answer them can also help you get a higher score. Use this guide to better understand the test so you 

can show your true ability when you take the test.
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Read and Select

Time: 5 seconds

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Reading

Number of questions: 15-18

What happens: You will see a word. You need to decide if the word is a real English word or not. If it is, click ‘Yes’. If 

not, click ‘No’.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: Click ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ with your mouse

Scoring: You are scored right if you choose ‘Yes’ for real words and ‘No’ for fake words

 G ood to know

• You’ll see the next word after clicking ‘Yes’ or ‘No‘.

• If you don’t click ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ after 5 seconds, your answer will be marked wrong.

• The fake words look like real words.

 Top tips:

• Click ‘Yes’ if you know the word or think you’ve seen it before.

• Click ‘No’ if you haven’t seen the word before.

• Say the word silently in your head to help decide.
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Fill in the Bl anks

Time: 20 seconds

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Reading

Number of questions: 6-9

What happens: You will see a sentence with an unfinished word (the second half of the word is missing). Type the 

ending of the unfinished word.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: Use the backspace or delete button to go back one space and delete a letter. Click ’Continue’ to fini sh. 

Scoring: You are marked right or wrong. To be right, you must spell the word correctly.

 Good to know

• The unfinished words are adjectives, adverbs, nouns, and verbs.

• The sentences could be from stories, coursebooks, news, personal writing, or conversations.

 Top tips:

• Use the rest of the sentence to guess the missing word. For example, look for another word in the sentence that 

has the same or the opposite meaning, or notice if the missing word is part of a common ph rase.
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Read and Complete

Time: 3 minutes

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Reading

Number of questions: 3-6

What happens: You will see a paragraph with unfinished words (the second half of the words are missing). Type the 

endings of the unfinished words.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: Use the backspace or delete button to go back one space and delete a letter. Click ’Continue’ to finish.

Scoring: Every word is scored on its own. The spelling must be correct to be right.

 Good to know

• The paragraph can be fiction, a news story, or from a textbook.

• The title, and the first and last sentences have no unfinished words.

• The unfinished words are never next to each other.

• The unfinished words do not include proper nouns (like London or Sara), or acronyms (like UN or WWF).

 Top tips:

• Read the whole paragraph first before you type the unfinished words.

• Use clues about meaning or grammar to help you finish the words.

• Do the easiest words first. Choose the harder words last.
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Listen and Type

Time: 1 minute

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Listening

Number of questions: 6-9

What happens: You will listen to a sentence or short paragraph. Then you type exactly what you hear. You can play 

the recording up to three times.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: Click the speaker to listen again. Use the keyboard to type  your answer.

Scoring: Your answer is compared to the correct sentence. The closer your answer is to the correct sentence, the 

higher your score.

 Good to know

• The sentence can ask for information, give an opinion, say a fact, or something else.

• To get a high score, you need the right words, spelling, and punctuation.

 Top tips:

• First, type what you hear. Then, play it again and check if your answer is correct.

• Use any time at the end to check your spelling and punctuation.
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Interactive Reading: Overview 

Time: 7 or 8 minutes for all Interactive Reading questions together.

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Reading

Number of questions: 2 sets of questions per test.

What happens: You answer six reading questions about one passage. The questions appear one at a time.

Adaptive? Yes

Scoring: Right or wrong (except Highlight the Answer)

 Good to know:

• Everyone gets one 7-minute question and one 8-minute question per test.

• Each passage includes one of each question type—Complete the Sentences, Complete the Passage, Identify the 

Idea, and Title the Passage—and two Highlight the Answer questions.

• Each test has two texts: one is a story (narrative), and one gives facts or informat ion (exposi tory).

 Top tips:

• Use what you learn in the first questions to help with the next ones.

• Each question gives you more ide as about the text.

• Don’t spend too much time on one question.

• Watch the time so you can finish all six questions.
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Interactive Reading: Complete the Sentences

Time: 7 or 8 minutes for all Interactive Reading questions together

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Reading

Number of questions: 1 question (5-10 words missing) per passage

What happens: You read the first half of a text. Some words in the text are missing. You choose the correct word for 

each blank from the choices given.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: The text stays on the screen while you choose. You can click to select answers for each blank.

Scoring: Each word is scored right or wrong. 

 Good to know:

• This is the first part of Interactive Reading. It comes before Complete the Passage.

• There are 5-10 words missing in each question.

 Top tips:

• Do the easiest words first. Choose the harder words last.

• Read the text slowly.
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Interactive Reading: Complete the Passage

Time: 7 or 8 minutes for all Interactive Reading questions together

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Read in g

Number of questions: 1 question per passage

What happens: You read the beginning of the text again (the same text from Complete the Sentences) and then see 

the second half of the text. One sentence is missing between the two parts. You choose the best sentence from the 

options to complete the text.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: The text stays on the screen while you choose. You click to choose the sentence you think fits best.

Scoring: This is scored right or wrong. 

 Good to know:

• This is the second part of Interactive Reading. It comes after Complete the Sentences and before Highlight the 

Answer.

• The right sentence should join the two parts together.

• After choosing a sentence, you can see how it looks in the blank.

• The first part of the text is the same as Complete the Sentences.

 Top tips:

• Read the second half more carefully since it’s new.

• Look closely at the sentences before and after the blank. Check which answer fits best in between.
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Interactive Reading: Highlight the Answer

Time: 7 or 8 minutes for all Interactive Reading questions together.

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Reading

Number of questions: 2 questions per passage

What happens: You read the full text again (both parts, with the missing sentence filled in). Then you see a question 

about the text. You must find the answer in the text and use your mouse to highlight (click and drag) the part of the 

text that answers the question.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: The full text stays on the screen. You can click and drag to highlight your answer.

Scoring: The score depends on how correct your answer is. You get the most credit when your highlight is exactly 

right. If it’s close, you still get some credit.

 Good to know

• This is the third part of Interactive Reading. It’s after Complete the Passage and before Identify the Idea.

• The text is the same text as Complete the Passage (but with the missing sentence added).

• There are two Highlight the Answer questions for each passage.

• The correct answer is always written somewhere in the text.

• You don’t need to highlight a full sentence.

 Top tips:

• Look for keywords from the question in the text.

• Don’t highlight too much - just the part that answers the question.
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Interactive Reading: Identify the Idea 

Time: 7 or 8 minutes for all Interactive Reading questions together

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Reading

Number of questions: 1 question per passage

What happens: You read the whole text again and choose the main idea from a few options.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: The text stays on the screen. You click to choose the best main idea.

Scoring: Scored right or wrong.

 Good to know

• This is the fourth part of Interactive Reading. It comes after Highlight the Answer and before Title the Passage.

• The correct answer is the idea that the whole text is about.

• The text is the same text as Highlight the Answer.

 Top tips:

• Read all the options before you choose.

• Don’t pick an answer that is only about one small detail.

• Look for  the answer that matches the whole text.



10

DET Question Guide
(2025)

Interactive Reading: Title the Passage 

Time: 7 or 8 minutes for all Interactive Reading questions together

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Reading

Number of questions: 1 question per passage

What happens: You read the full text again and choose the best title for it from a few options.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: The text stays on the screen. You  click to choose the best title.

Scoring: Scored right or wrong.

 Good to know

• This is the fifth (and last) part of Interactive Reading. It comes after Identify the Idea.

• The text is the same text as in the earlier questions (Highlight the Answer and Identify the Idea)

 Top tips:

• Check how much time you have left before answering.

• Don’t pick a title that only matches one small part of the text.

• Look for a title that fits the full meaning of the text.

• Use what you learned in Identify the Idea to help with Title the Passage. If you know the main idea, it’s easier to 

pick the best title.
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Interactive Listening: Overview

Time: 6 minutes 30 seconds (for Listen and Complete and Listen and Respond) and 75 seconds (for Summarize the 

Conversation) 

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Listening (and Writing for Summarize the Conversation)

Number of questions: 2 sets of questions per test.

What happens: You listen to a short situation. Then you complete three tasks based on this:  fill in missing words, 

choose the best replies in a conversation, and write a short summary.

Adaptive? Yes

Scoring: Right or Wrong for Listen and Complete and Listen and Respond, writing criteria (Content, discourse 

coherence, grammar, lexis) for Summarize the Conversation.

 Good to know

• One question will be a conversation between two students and the other question will be a conversation student 

and a professor.

• Topics include asking for help, giving advice, planning study, asking for information and making requests. 

• The three tasks are always in this order: Listen and Complete, Listen and Respond, then Summarize the 

Conversation.

• The time is shared between Listen and Complete and Listen and Respond.

 Top tips:

• Use what you learn in Listen and Complete to help with you answer Listen and Respond, and Summarize the 

Conversation. 

• Leave enough time to answer all the questions and reread the conversation before Summarize the Conversation.
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Interactive Listening: Listen and Complete

Time: 6 minutes 30 seconds (for Listen and Complete and Listen and Respond)

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Listening

Number of questions: 3-4 questions per scenario.

What happens: Listen to a short scenario (a situation) about a conversation. You see three sentences about the 

scenario. A part of each sentence is missing. You type the missing part of each sentence.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: Use the backspace or delete button to go back one space and delete a letter. Click ’Continue’ to move to 

Listen and Respond.

Scoring: The closer your answers are to the missing parts, the higher your score.

 Good to know

• This is the first part of Interactive Listening. It comes before Listen and Respond.

• You can listen as many times as you want.

• Spelling is not important, but your answer must give the right idea.

• Do not write too much or too little — just enough to answer the question.

• After this question, you take part in a conversation on the same topic.

 Top tips:

• Remember that the timing for this question is shared with Listen and Respond.



13

DET Question Guide
(2025)

Interactive Listening: Listen and Respond

Time: 6 minutes 30 seconds (for Listen and Complete and Listen and Respond)

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Listening

Number of questions: 5-6 questions per scenario

What happens: The other person speaks, and you choose your answer from the options on the screen.

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: Click on the best reply. Then click ‘Continue’.

Scoring: You are scored right or wrong for each line of conversation.

 Good to know

• This is the second part of Interactive Listening. It comes after Listen and Complete and before Summarize the 

Conversation.

• Sometimes you need to choose the best way to start the conversation. Other times you need to listen first.

• You can listen to the scenario at any time.  Go to the top of the page and click the play button.

• If your answer is right, a green tick appears in the top-left corner of the box. 

• If your answer is wrong, you see a red cross in the top-left corner of the box and what the right answer is.

 Top tips:

• Some answers are wrong because they don’t fit the scenario, don’t match what the other person said, use the 

wrong words or pronouns, are too formal or informal, or add or leave out information.

• If you got an answer wrong, read the right answer. This will help you choose the next line of the conversation.

• Use any time at the end to read the conversation again and prepare to summarize the conversation (the next 

question).
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Interactive Listening: Summarize the Conversation

Time: 75 seconds

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Writing (and Listening)

Number of questions: 1 question per scenario

What happens: You write a short summary of the conversation from Listen and Respond. 

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: Type your answer in the box using the keyboard.

Scoring: Your answer is scored using the writing criteria:  Content, discourse coherence, grammar, lexis.

 Good to know

• This is the third (and last) part of Interactive Listening. It comes after Listen and Respond.

• The summary is part of your Writing score and also affects your Listening score (because it checks if your 

summary matches the conversation).

• You can use US or UK spelling.

• It’s okay to use words from the conversation.

 Top tips:

• Use full sentences. Don’t use bullet points.

• Try to explain the situation, main ideas, and what happened at the end.

• You can write in first person (I…) or third person (Two students…) 
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Write About the Photo

Time: 1 minute

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Writing

Number of questions: 3

What happens: You see a photo on the screen. You have 1 minute to describe what you see.

Adaptive? No

Controls: Type your description in the box using the keyboard.

Scoring: Your answer is scored using the writing criteria: Content, discourse coherence, grammar, lexis.

 Good to know

• You can see the photo as you write.

• The photo shows people, animals, or objects in different situations.

 Top tips:

• Try to say more than just naming things — describe in detail.

• Don’t write long introductions like, “This picture shows a situation that might be happening in everyday life, and I 

think it could be about...”

• Make sure you write in full sentences using appropriate grammar and punctuation. 
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Interactive Writing 

Time: 5 minutes (Part 1) + 3 minutes (Part 2)

Preparation time: 30 seconds (before Part 1)

Subscore: Writing

Number of questions: 1 (with 2 parts)

What happens: You read the question and write your first answer. Then you read a second question on the same 

topic. You then write your second answer.

Adaptive? No

Controls: Type your answer in the box using the keyboard.

Scoring: Your answer is scored using the writing criteria:  Content, discourse coherence, grammar, lexis.

 Good to know

• The second question is about the same topic. But it asks you to write about an idea that you didn’t write about 

before.

• Both answers are scored together.

• This question is similar to what happens in school or university. A teacher might ask you to write about 

something, then ask another question to help you think more.

 Top tips:

• Use the 30 seconds to plan what to write.
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Speak About the Photo

Time: 90 seconds

Preparation time: 20 seconds 

Subscore: Speaking

Number of questions: 1

What happens: You see a photo on the screen. You have 20 seconds to look at it. Then you describe what you see. 

Adaptive? No

Controls: Click ‘Record Now’ when you want to start speaking.

Scoring: Your answer is scored using the speaking criteria: Content, discourse coherence, fluency, grammar, lexis, 

pronunciation.

 Good to know

• The photo can show people, animals, or objects in many situations.

• You can’t record your answer again. You only get one chance.

• All the images are real photos taken by real people. They are not made by AI.

 Top tips:

• Imagine you are describing the photo to someone who can’t see it.

• Use all your time — say as much as you can.

• If you don’t know the word for something important in the photo, don’t skip it. Use other easy words to say what it 

looks like or what it does.
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Read, Then Speak

Time: 90 seconds

Preparation time: 20 seconds

Subscore: Speaking

Number of questions: 1

What happens: You read a question asking you to speak about something that happened to you or give your opinion. 

Then speak into the microphone and answer the question.

Adaptive? No

Controls: Click ‘Record Now’ when you want to start speaking.

Scoring: Your answer is scored using the speaking criteria:  Content, discourse coherence, fluency, grammar, lexis, 

pronunciation.

 Good to know

• You can see the question on the screen while you speak.

 Top tips:

• Read the question carefully and plan what you want to say during the 20 seconds .

• Use the bullet points to help you organize your answer.
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Interactive Speaking

Time: 35 seconds

Preparation time: None

Subscore: Speaking

Number of questions: 6-8 

What happens: You have a short conversation on two topics. A Duolingo character asks you questions one by one. 

You answer each question by speaking. 

Adaptive? Yes

Controls: Click ‘Record Now’ when you want to start speaking.

Scoring: Your answer is scored using the speaking criteria: Content, discourse coherence, fluency, grammar, lexis, 

pronunciation.

 Good to know

• The Duolingo character will ask you questions on two different topics. They’ll ask you 3-4 questions about two 

different topics.

• You have 35 seconds to speak after they ask you each question. 

• The questions change based on your answers — harder if you do well, easier if you don’t.

• The timer starts when the character finishes asking their question.

• You need to click “Record Now” before you start speaking.

 Top tips:

• If you don’t understand the question, try to say something about the topic.

• Listen carefully - you can only hear each question once.
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Writing Sample

Time: 5 minutes

Preparation time: 30 seconds 

Subscor e: Writing

Number of questions: 1 

What happens: You see a question asking you to write about something that happened to you or give your opinion. 

You have up to 30 seconds to read and plan before you start writing. Then you type your answer. 

Adaptive? No.

Controls: Type your answer in the box using the keyboard.

Scoring: Your answer is scored using the writing criteria:  Content, discourse coherence, grammar, lexis.

 Good to know

• Your Writing Sample is sent to the schools you share your test results with.

• Schools only see the Writing Sample from the test you send them. They can’t see Writing Samples from other 

tests.

 Top tips:

• Read and think about the question during the 30 seconds before writing.

• Leave a little time at the end to check your spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

• Remember that someone at the university that you want to go to will read your answer.
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Speaking Sample

Time: 3 minutes

Preparation time: 30 seconds 

Subscore: Speaking

Number of questions: 1

What happens: You see a written question asking you to speak about something that happened to you or give your 

opinion. You read the question, then speak i nto the microphone. The question stays on the screen while you speak.

Adaptive? No

Controls: Click ‘Record Now’ when you want to start speaking.

Scoring: Your answer is scored using the speaking criteria: Content, discourse coherence, fluency, grammar, lexis, 

pronunciation.

 Good to know

• You can see the question on the screen while you speak.

• A video of your answer is sent to the schools you send your results to.

• Schools only see the Speaking Sample from the test you send them. They can’t see Speaking Samples from other 

tests.

 Top tips:

• Speak for as long as you can say something about the question.

• Use the question to help you as you speak.


